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impact and excellence

Prof. Ibrahim Salama
DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF LAW

I am delighted to launch the first issue of our
monthly Law and Technology Newsletter,
published by the Research Center for Law and
Emerging Technology at the British University in
Egypt.

The newsletter provides regular updates on the
intersection of technology and law. | hope that
researchers, practitioners, and policymakers will
find it a valuable resource in their work.

Through this initiative, the British University in
Egypt pursues its strategic priority of community
service and support for practitioners, with a
special focus on interdisciplinary matters such as
law and technology.
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‘ Dr. Hossam Shaaban

Vice Dean for Postgraduate
Studies and Research

The objective of this newsletter is to foster legal
literacy at the intersection of law and
technology. Publishing the newsletter regularly
ensures continuous updates in a field that is, by
its very nature, rapidly evolving—namely,
technology.

The newsletter highlights the latest scholarly
articles, academic conferences, significant
practical cases, and relevant judicial rulings,
bringing together in one place everything of
interest to researchers and practitioners
working in the field of law and technology.

Dr. Mohamed EI-Guindy

Director of the Center of Law
and Emerging Technology

Every major technology seems to follow the
same pattern.

We start using it, it changes the way we work
and live, and only then do we begin asking the
difficult legal questions.

We saw this with the Internet, social media, and
digital platforms, and today we are seeing it
again with artificial intelligence, but at a much
faster pace.

Coming from a technical and engineering
background, and having worked for more than
a decade within the Faculty of Law at the British
University in Egypt on the legal dimensions of
technology, | have become increasingly
convinced that neither discipline can address
these changes alone.

Legal knowledge by itself is no longer enough to
understand a world that is continuously being
reshaped by technology. However, technology
alone cannot answer the human, ethical, and
societal questions that come with it.

\We need to bridge that gap by understanding
where law and technology intersect. The aim is
to keep human beings at the centre of attention
at every stage of this intersection.

This is the perspective we hope to contribute to
through CLET's activities.
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@ Inaugural Note

Welcome to the first issue of CLETs Monthly,
the monthly brief of the Centre for Law and
Emerging Technologies (CLETs) at The British
University in Egypt. Each issue reports the month's
most significant developments at the intersection of
law, technology and public policy, explains what
they mean for lawyers, regulators and researchers
in Egypt and the region, and sets out the questions
the Centre believes deserve further study.
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() From CLETs A |

BUE Law Faculty Conference Examines Al's Impact
on Human Rights

CAIRO - 31-30 AUGUST 2026

The Faculty of Law at The British University
in Egypt held its Fourth International Scientific
Conference, "The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on
Human Rights", on 31-30 August 2026. Thirty-two
research papers were presented across eight
thematic tracks, covering digital governance,
privacy and personal data protection, algorithmic
justice and bias, cybersecurity, access to justice,
and sustainable development.

The conference was chaired by Prof. Dr
lbrahim Salama, Dean of the Faculty of Law.
Participants included H.E. Mr Hassan El Raddad,
Minister of Labour; Counsellor Sally El-Saadi,
Assistant Minister of Justice for Human Rights,
Women and Children; Prof. Dr Mohamed Lotfy,
President and Vice-Chancellor of BUE; and Prof.
Dr Yehia Bahy EI-Din, Deputy Vice-Chancellor and
Vice President for Research and Enterprise.
Addressing the closing session, the Minister of
Labour argued that protecting workers in the age of
Al depends as much on building their skills as on
legislation.

RESEARCH PAPERS
ACCEPTED

CORE THEMATIC
TRACKS

DAYS - 30-31
AUGUST 2026
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@ Law & Emerging Technology Monitor

Three developments shaping legal technology and digital regulation

OpenAl and Google Move Directly Into Legal Practice

LEGAL Al - 25 AUGUST AND 17 SEPTEMBER 2026

What happened?

Within four weeks, the two largest Al developers launched products built specifically for law firms. On 25
August, Google Cloud released Gemini Enterprise for Legal in preview, an agent-based platform that
performs contract review, due diligence, citation checking, regulatory monitoring and data-subject access
requests, connected to systems firms already use such as iManage, NetDocuments, Harvey and Legora.
Cleary Gottlieb, Freshfields, Weil and Williams & Connolly are launch customers. On 17 September,
OpenAl introduced Astra for Law, its flagship GPT-6 Astra model paired with a legal search index of more
than 230 million URLs covering US case law, statutes, regulations and court rules. It is available first to
selected US firms, with APl access, already lined up for Harvey and Legora, to follow.

The numbers

OpenAl reports that Astra for Law answered %54.0 of 200 US legal research questions correctly, against
%38.7 for the same model using ordinary web search: a %40 relative improvement. The test was designed
and run by OpenAl on a private question set.

On confidentiality

OpenAl offers "Zero Data Retention" on its API for eligible firms and excludes ChatGPT Enterprise usage
from human review by default. Google states that its base models are never trained on customer data,
which remains within the client's private cloud environment.

Analysis. Three points stand out.

= The model makers are now competing with their own customers. Legal Al start-ups such as Harvey and
Legora built their products on models from the major Al labs; they now appear as integrations inside those
labs' own legal offerings. Firms gain choice, but the market is consolidating around two or three
foundation-model providers, which will shape pricing, data terms and switching costs.

* The benchmark is a ceiling, not a guarantee. Even under the vendor's own test, nearly half of the answers
failed the correctness check, and the index covers US law only. Nothing comparable yet exists for Egyptian
or Arab legislation and case law, much of which is not digitised in machine-searchable form. Verification
remains the lawyer's task.

= Agents shift the risk from wrong answers to wrong actions. A research tool that errs produces a bad memo;
an agent that drafts, files or responds on its own can create obligations for the client. "Zero retention” limits
storage, not processing: data is still decrypted in memory during use and handled by providers subject to US
legal process, including the CLOUD Act. For Egyptian firms, sending client data to these services is also a
cross-border transfer under Article 14 of the Personal Data Protection Law (No. 151 of 2020), which
requires an equivalent level of protection and a licence or permit from the Personal Data Protection Centre.
Professional responsibility for the output stays with the lawyer.

Read more: OpenAl & Google Cloud Enterprise Announcements.
69 @ OpenAl: Introducing Astra for Law

G Google Cloud announcement

CLETs Monthly | Centre for Law & Emerging Technologies Page 3 of 9


https://openai.com/index/astra-for-law/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/google-cloud-launches-gemini-enterprise-for-legal-302859177.html

e
| 95| CLETs Monthly ISSUE 01 . OCTOBER 2026

© Egypt Bars Social Media Accounts for Children Under 13

CAIRO - 17 SEPTEMBER 2026

What happened?

Egypt's Supreme Council for Media Regulation (SCMR) and the National Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority (NTRA) issued a joint decision barring social media platforms from creating,
activating or offering independent accounts for children under 13. Users aged 13 to under 15 may hold
accounts, but a "Safe Mode" must be switched on automatically and cannot be disabled by the child.
Platforms must apply effective age checks and anti-circumvention measures while protecting personal
data, review existing accounts belonging, or likely to belong, to users under 15, and offer a clear route
to appeal and correct a wrongly assessed age.

Analysis.

The decision arrived in the same week as the European Commission's EU KIDS Act proposal
and uses the same age thresholds. The harder questions lie in implementation:

= Age checks mean processing children's data. Under Law No. 151 of 2020, children's data is always
"sensitive personal data" (Art. 1). Collecting or processing it requires a licence from the Personal Data
Protection Centre and the consent of the child's guardian (Art. 12). Any age-assurance system built to
comply with the decision must therefore satisfy the data protection regime it sits alongside.

* Enforcement against foreign platforms. The major platforms have limited legal presence in Egypt. Law No.
151 of 2020 already requires controllers and processors located abroad to appoint a representative in
Egypt (Arts. (11)4 and (12)5); applying that obligation in practice would give regulators a counterparty to
hold to account.

Read more: Joint SCMR & NTRA Regulatory Decision.
D " o
Maspero report on the joint decision

o Brussels Proposes the EU KIDS Act

7 BRUSSELS - 17 SEPTEMBER 2026

What happened?

The European Commission proposed the EU KIDS Act, a regulation that would bar children under 13 from social
media, allow 13- and 14-year-olds only guardian-managed "mini accounts" limited to one hour a day, and permit
independent accounts from 15. Services used by minors would have to be "safe by design": no infinite scroll
without stopping points, no reward mechanics or night-time push notifications, private profiles by default, and Al
chatbots and companions switched off by default and barred from simulating relationships that foster emotional
dependency. Very large platforms would carry the burden of proving their services are safe, before the
Commission and independent auditors. Self-declared age would no longer suffice. The proposal now goes to the
European Parliament and the Council; public consultation runs until 3 December 2026.

Analysis.

Two features distinguish the EU model from Egypt's decision. First, the age limits are tied to certified,
privacy-preserving verification, including the Commission's own age-verification app, rather than left to each
platform. Second, enforcement rests on the Digital Services Act and the Al Act, which give Brussels direct
supervisory power over the largest platforms. The proposal does not rely on keeping data inside the EU; the
GDPR already permits cross-border transfers subject to safeguards. For regional regulators, the lesson is that
age limits are only as strong as the verification method and the enforcement machinery behind them.

Read more: European Commission EU KIDS Act Proposal.
(4 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52026PC0681
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Gl) CLETs Insight of the Month

Electronic Judicial Notification and Digital Identity:
Rethinking the Presumption of Knowledge in the Age of SIM Registration

€ By: Dr. Ahmed Abo Alhassan:

Minister of Justice Decree No. 4746 of 2026, issued on 7 September under the new Code of
Criminal Procedure (Law No. 174 of 2025), establishes a telephone and electronic notification
centre in every district court. The centres obtain a defendant's National ID data and the mobile
number registered to it from the Civil Status Sector (Art. 2), and send notices by text message or
email. Under Article 6, delivery is established once a system-generated notice confirms that the
message reached the recipient's device, and the notification takes legal effect when the delivery

report is attached to the case file.

Technical delivery to a device, however, is not proof that the person concerned actually knew of
the proceedings. The Decree does not say whether that presumption may be rebutted. The gap
matters because the underlying identity data is not reliable: in August 2026 the NTRA referred alll
four mobile operators to the Public Prosecution over lines registered to citizens' National IDs
without their knowledge. A notice sent to such a line could lead to a conviction in absentia of
someone who never received it, compromising constitutional fair-trial guarantees and raising new

questions about the civil liability of operators that fail to verify their customers properly.

Parliament has created room to fix this. Law No. 160 of 2026, published on 30 September,
postponed the Code's entry into force to 1 October 2027, and Decree No. 5209 of 2026
deferred the notification system to the same date. That year should be used to clean up SIM
registration and confirm who actually holds each line before automated text messages carry

criminal consequences.
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€ Proposed Legislative Sandbox - Proof of Concept

Before a nationwide rollout, the system should be tested in a limited "legislative sandbox" as a proof of

concept, governed by the following safeguards:

01 Strict purpose limitation: 02 Right of Rebuttal:

Building on the confidentiality duty in Article 7 an accessible procedure allowing defendants
of the Decree, an express ban on using to challenge the presumption of electronic
notification data for unrelated investigations or delivery.

tracking.

03 Fallback to bailiffs: 04 Data minimisation:

immediate reversion to traditional service processing limited to executing the notice,
whenever there is a technical failure or a without cross-referencing other databases.

credible dispute.

05 Independent auditing: 06 Limited scope:
external review of system logs and delivery the pilot confined to minor infractions, excluding
reports. any case that may lead to a custodial sentence.

The pilot should draw on academic and expert input, and any live case included in it should
require the informed consent of the parties. A mandatory nationwide system should follow only
once the pilot has demonstrated both technical reliability and legal soundness.

Read more: Egyptian Ministry of Justice Decree No. 2026/4746
D Decree No. 2026/4746
(4 Parliamentary Law Implementation Delay
Postponement of the Code
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() Case & Regulatory Watch

Kadrey v. Meta: Training Is Fair Use, for Now, on This Record
US DISTRICT COURT, N.D. CALIFORNIA - NO. 3:23-CV-03417-VC

COURT KEY RULING STATUS

U.S District Court, Northern 25 June 2025 - Partial Summary Litigation Continues on

District of California Judgment Remainig Claims

The Case A group of authors filed a copyright infringement lawsuit against Meta Platforms,

Inc. in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, alleging that Meta
unlawfully copied their copyrighted books to train its Llama large language models. Meta
asserted the fair-use doctrine under 17 U.S.C. § 107.

On 25 June 2025, Judge Vince Chhabria granted Meta partial summary judgment
on the training claim. He found the use highly transformative and held that the authors had
not produced evidence that Meta's copying harmed the market for their books. He
stressed, however, that the ruling turned on this record: on better evidence, in particular
that Al-generated works flood and dilute the market for the originals, training on
copyrighted books without permission could well be unlawful.

The ruling

Where it stands The case continues on the remaining claims, centred on Meta's alleged distribution
of the books while downloading them by BitTorrent, with an added
contributory-infringement claim. On 8 July 2026 the court refused to certify an
interlocutory appeal on whether downloading from pirate sources can be justified by the
later training use, noting that a final judgment would soon allow all the Al issues to reach
the Ninth Circuit together.

Analysis.

The open question is how a court should treat the way the data was obtained. In Bartz v. Anthropic, decided in
the same district days earlier, Judge Alsup also found training to be fair use but held that building a library from
pirated copies was a separate infringement; that case settled for $1.5 billion. Judge Chhabria acknowledged that
Judge Alsup "makes a good point", and the Ninth Circuit will have to choose between the two approaches. Until
it does, the practical message for developers is that the legality of training may depend less on the model than on
the provenance of the data and on evidence of market harm. The reasoning does not travel to Egypt: the
Intellectual Property Law (No. 82 of 2002) has no open-ended fair-use defence and no text-and-data-mining
exception, so training on protected works there would have to fit within its closed list of permitted uses.
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@ CLETs Research Agenda

Three Questions Emerging This Month

Digital Identity & Due Process

01 How should procedural presumptions based on electronic notification operate
when the telecommunications identity data behind them may be inaccurate or
compromised?

Age Assurance & Privacy

02 How can regulators require reliable age verification on digital platforms while
respecting data minimisation and the heightened protection Egyptian law gives
to children's data?

Agentic Al & Professional Responsibility
03 How should civil and professional liability rules adapt as legal Al moves from
research tools to systems that carry out tasks on a lawyer's behalf?

CLETs Monthly | Centre for Law & Emerging Technologies Page 8 of 9



e
95| CLETs Monthly ISSUE 01 . OCTOBER 2026

@ Upcoming Law & Technology Events

10th Brussels Privacy Symposium

Date & Venue: 13 October 2026 | Les Ateliers des Tanneurs, Brussels.

Overview: Co-organised by the Future of Privacy Forum and the Brussels Privacy Hub
(VUB) under the theme "The Next Decade of Data Protection: Retreat or Reinvention?",
the symposium marks the GDPR's tenth anniversary and examines how data protection
law is adapting to the Al Act, platform regulation and the EU's Digital Omnibus

69 For more Info: Event details

Legal Tech Live 2026

Date & Venue: 21 October 2026 | The St. Regis Downtown Dubai, UAE.

Overview: A Law Middle East summit for technology lawyers and in-house counsel on
digital governance, Al compliance, data centres and the adoption of legal technology
across the region.

69 For more Info: Event details

Permanent Repository:

08 Editorial & Institutional Information clets.org >
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